
 

 

Fami ly  Fun  N igh ts  =  Success !  

but it’s also a place for 
neighbors to get to know 
each other better – it builds 
community   
     It also enlightens the 
parents with a well-
m o d e r a t e d  a n d               

i n f o r m a t i v e                     
presentation on things 
like how to take the 
GED or set up a 
monthly budget.  This 
empowers educated and 
employable adults.  It is 
also a chance for  par-
ents to learn parenting 
skills – how to play 
with, what to cook for, 
how to talk with, and 

how to be a better role  
model to their children…
this builds good citizens 
with healthy lifestyles.   
     ALL of this creates what 
every city and town needs, 
good people working hard 
to better their lives and the 
lives of their children.  Our 
next event is Friday, April 
26th at the Club—join us! 

what you can do to make 
sure you are making the 
right (and oftentimes hard) 
decisions each day.   
     Finally, everyone again 
gets together in a large 
group activity, learning a 

new game, or taking a 
Zumba class or even      
dancing to some great tunes 
playing in the gym. 
     So what you’re thinking 
– it’s just a nice little event – 
that’s it, right?  Think again, 
because this is the very 
foundation for significant 
building blocks that change 
lives and impact cities for 
years to  come.  Yes, it’s a 
safe place for a few hours, 

As I arrive I see what seems 
like a sea of people.  In the 
gym and in the hall, moms 
and dads and children of all 
a g e s ,  m a y b e  s o m e       
grandparents or aunts and 
uncles – and everyone is 
talking and walking, or  
playing or having a         
passionate discussion.  
It’s noisy, busy seemingly 
crazy.   
     Each month over 100 
families gather at the 
club for a party…the 
party is for the ENTIRE 
family!      Everyone 
makes a meal together 
and then sits down and 
shares dinner,  conversation, 
and many laughs all while 
becoming better friends.  
After dinner there are games 
for the kids and a brief 
break for the parents which 
features a short talk – either 
about the importance of 
budgeting, or how to talk 
with your     children (both 
boys and girls!) about            
making the right choices in 
or out of school, or even 

Ange l i ca  F lo r es—You th  o f  t he  Yea r  

growing confidence, her   
intelligence and drive to    
become a firefighter here in 
Holyoke upon graduation 
from college, she is a gem.   
      We all are proud to have 
her represent us nationally 
and wish her well in her    
efforts! 

community, and the Boys & 
Girls Club.   
     “Angie is a delight here 
at the Club” says Director of 
Operations Ann Mann.  
From her participation with 
the feature film “The 
Stream” - a coming of age 
film in which she and a 
group of other youth from 
our Club worked on last   
summer in Philadelphia to 
her pleasant demeanor, her   

      The Youth of the Year 
program is Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America’s premier 
youth recognition program 
to promote young people’s 
character, personal growth 
and leadership qualities.  We 
are pleased to announce 
Angelica Flores as the           
2013 winner!   
     This award recognizes 
outstanding contributions to 
a member's family, school, 

Spr ing  2013  

Vo lume  1 ,  I s s ue  1  

U p c om i n g  E v en t s  

 April 8—HBGC Unit Staff Litera-

cy Training 

 April 12—Youth (5-13) Dance 

Party 

 April 15-19—School Vacation 

Program  

 April 17—Police Athletic League/

Member Dodge ball 

 Saturdays in April—Basketball 

Clinic 

 April 26—Family Fun Night 

 April 29 to May 10—MassDOT 

TrainingAnnual  

 May 3—Enchanted Circle Theatre        

Production 

 May 8—Bruce E. Thompson Me-

morial Golf Tournament 

 May 11—Holyoke Police Foot 

Pursuit Race at the Elks Lodge 

 May 18—Firefighters vs. Police 

Basketball Game 

 May 22— Summer SparklerWine 

Tasting 

 May 27—Memorial Day 

 May 29—Youth of the Year 

Awards Banquet 

 June 21—Last Day of School 

For more information on any of these 

events, please call 413-534-7366, 

ext 126. 

ZUMBA fun for the entire family! 

CLUB NOTES 

Angie Flores working on the soon 

to be released film “The Stream”. 



Mak ing  a  B ig  D i f f e r ence  in  t he  L i f e  o f  Ch i ld  

can participate or replicate 
this in your office, please 
contact Maria Burke, 413-534
- 7 3 6 6 ,  e x t .  1 2 4  o r 
mburke@hbgc.org.   

     Last year, board members 
Bryan and Michael Marcotte 
launched a campaign to get 
sponsors to support the 
membership of every teen 
member at $52 per year! They 
are well on their way after 
raising nearly $_______ to 
date! 
     While both Bryan and 
Mike initially focused on   
family and friends and the 
employees at Marcotte 
Ford,  they have continued           
to  e xpand  to  reach                      
the community. 
     “When people ask why 
$52? We can show them 

T h e  P o s i t i v e  P u l s e  P a g e  2  

Keystone Club Doing 
March of Dimes  

      

Every day, thousands of 

babies are born too soon, 

too small and often very sick. 

On May 4th the Holyoke 

Boys & Girls Keystone Club is 

again walking in 

Springfield’s March for 

Babies to support their 

friend, and summer literacy 

specialist, Karen Kent who’s 

son Jaxson was one of those 

babies.  Over the past three 

years, our Keystone kids will 

have raised over $500 for 

this worthy cause!  

      

Each Keystone Club member 

is seeking pledges to reach 

their goal of $300 for 

Karen’s team.  Please email 

Yolanda Rodriguez for 

information on how to donate 

at YRodriguez@hbgc.org 

From left to right 

Chair of Board John Hart,  

State Rep. Aaron Vega,  

Board Member Don McLain,  

Award Winner Representative Jim 

Jackowski, Jr.,  

Award Winner Philip Beattie,  

Award Winner Sheriff Michael J. 

Ashe,  

Holyoke Mayor’s Office representa-

tive Tessa Murphy-Rombaletti,  

Club President Eileen Cavanaugh 

Ce leb ra t ing  Our  Communi ty—Annua l  Mee t ing   

in the Shannon Community 
Safety Initiative, as well as 
both the South Holyoke Safe 
Neighborhood Initiative and 
the Safe & Successful Youth 
Initiative.  The extent of re-
sources and services they 
give to all in our community 
are              tremendous and 
can be life-changing.   

      Donald McLain was also 
honored for his 50 years of 
service on the Board of     
Directors providing great   
example and leadership to 
the Club!  THANKS              
TO ALL! 

     The  2013  Annua l              
Meeting provided the        
opportunity to recognize and 
thank several very significant 
friends of the Club.     

     Eileen Cavanaugh shared 
that each of our award           
winners are long-time          
supp or te r s— wi th  the      
President’s Award winner 
Philip Beattie being one of 
longest!  He started coming 
to the Club when he was on-
ly 5 years old!  Fifty-five 
years later Philip continues 
to impress us all—from staff 
and youth to board        
members—all of whom        
appreciate his caring smile 
and welcome. 

      T h e  l a t e  J a m e s      
J a c k o w s k i ,  S r .  w a s             
recognized for his strong 
support and contributions to 
many board committees and 
events in years gone by with 
the Thomas E. Griffin           
Meritorious Service Award.  
Repeatedly saluted as “one 
of the nicest guys”, the  
committee of past recipients 
welcomed this chance to 
honor Jim for all his hard 
work.   

     The Hampden County 
Sher i f f ’ s  Dep ar t ment            
r e c e i v e d  t h e  2 0 1 2                  
Community Partnership 
Award. They have partnered 
with the Club for many years  

that if they can help donate 
$1 per week, it can truly 
change and help impact 
the youth of our communi-
ty and make a difference 
for the kids.  This way they 
can go to the Holyoke 
Boys Club and have a place 
with great programming 
and services that they pro-
vide,” says Mike. 
     We at the Club 
are truly grateful 
for this extensive 
effort and appreci-
ate their support!   
     For more infor-
mation on how you 



Adventu r es  In  Lea rn ing  

F rom Tu to r ing  to  Bake  Sa les  

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  

UMASS Bake Sale 

     Several of the college   
students who tutor at the 
Club each semester held a 
bake sale at UMASS last fall!  
Remy Diamond and Sara 
Cabal from The National Socie-
ty of Leadership &           Success 
sponsored the bake sale with 
monies going to the Keystone 
Club.  
     What began as a way to 
earn credit through a college 
course quickly became a 
“home away from home” for 
these two dynamic young 

ladies and now they volunteer 
with both the after-school 
program as well as with the 
teens  dur ing  evening                 
programming.   
     “I am surprised that it 
was so easy to connect with 
these kids.   It makes me 
so happy to learn from and 
share with each child at the 
Club!” shared             Re-
my.  

Ce leb ra te  Boys  &  G i r l s  C lub  

the world open their doors to 
help youth find their great 
futures?  Did you know in 
Holyoke over 250 children 
each day attend our main 
Club or one of our satellite 
units?  Through fun,                   
educational and innovative 
programs, our Clubs help 
kids and teens meet their full 
potential. 

     Join us to celebrate      
National Boys & Girls Club 
Week and learn about your               
neighborhood Club and how 
it supports kids and your 
community!  

   Did you know that nearly 
4,000 Boys & Girls Clubs           
throughout the United States, 
its territories and on U.S. 
military installations around 

    Please join us on April 

11th from 5-7 pm at 70 

Nick Cosmos Way and 

take a few moments to 

"open the door" and take a 

tour of our  Holyoke Club. 

     We will showcase the 
many programs for all youth, 
from school-age to teens.  
Come for the fun! 

Join us on 

April 11, 2013 

5—7 pm 

The 21st Century After 
School and Saturday      
Program is an intensive 
collaboration with the    
Holyoke Public Schools 
and the School of          
Education at UMass        
Amherst.  Serving high-risk 
students with disabilities 

placed in alternative 
schools in Holyoke, the 
group meets year round 
during both afterschool 
hours and for the full day 
on  Saturday.   

     This unique and          
effective program uses a 
highly engaging, project-

based learning model with 
a focus on building science 
and verbal communication 
skills.  A major component 
of this innovative program 
is a series of outdoor        
adventure trips where 
youth participate in caving, 
hiking, rock climbing, and 
canoeing. El Show de Analeh on Univision  

generously donated presents for 

the children who participate in 

our Satellite Unit Programming!  



Homework  He roes  

both tutors and students.” 

     Each month four stu-
dents are recognized for 
their efforts and awarded a 
certificate and new book in a 
fun celebration that show-
cases the success of each 
student.  It has truly become 
a highlight of our month at 
the Club! 

 

     Each day Power Hour 
provides every member with 
encouragement and time to 
complete homework within 
a small group setting here at 
the Club.  Over the course 
of a           semester, between 
40 and 60 tutors from         
regional colleges participate 
as homework tutors.   

     Since the beginning of 
the school year, Kathy 
O ’ N e i l l ,  A c a d e m i c                 

Coordinator,  has been fol-
lowing the academic pro-
gress of many of our after-
school youth.  She also is 
keen on recognizing and 
rewarding the efforts of 
these kids!   

     “It is wonderful to see 
how quickly the tutors re-
spond to our participants,” 
she stated,  “I am also 
amazed at how our Power 
Hour encourages and assists A sampling of our Homework 

Heroes! 

 

70 Nick Cosmos Way 

PO Box 6256 

Phone: 413-534-7366 

Fax: 413-534-7369 

We’re on the web! 

www.hbgc.org 

 57%  of the students   

completely and continuously 

respect the rights and     

properties of others. 

 80%  of the students   

always/usually completed 

and returned homework 

assignments on time  

 47% of our students 

d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n          

understanding of computers 

that is meeting grade level 

standards  in the first quarter 

Recent analysis of our 

Club’s afterschool  

program members 

show that: 


